Space Japan Review
Executive Comments

NEC
IEEE Metal of Honor
The “pioneering contributions to digital satellite
communications, promotion of information technology R&D, and corporate leadership in
computers and communications."
AIAA Japan Forum

IEEE Metal of Honor

IEEE Metal of Honor

( AIAA Japan Forum )



70



14

200

No.1

80%



23 2

20
50
IEEE Medal of Honor Digital
Communication
Computers and Communications
(Integration of Computers and Communications)
Internet



network

Mr.Reeves

IEEE

TADAHIRO SEKIMOTO TO RECEIVE 2004 IEEE MEDAL OF HONOR

Former NEC chairman recognized for seminal work in digital and satellite

communications

PISCATAWAY, N.J. -- December 2003 — The IEEE, the world's largest technical professional
society, has named former NEC Chairman Tadahiro Sekimoto as recipient of the 2004 IEEE
Medal of Honor. The award celebrates Sekimoto's “pioneering contributions to digital satellite
communications, promotion of information technology R&D, and corporate leadership in
computers and communications." He is widely credited with turning NEC into a worldwide

technical giant that excels in a wide spectrum of modern technology.

The IEEE Medal of Honor, the highest award given by the IEEE, is bestowed upon individuals
for their exceptional contributions or extraordinary careers in any IEEE field of interest. The
award is sponsored by the IEEE Foundation. It comprises a gold medal, bronze replica,
certificate and cash honorarium. Sekimoto will receive the Medal at the annual IEEE Honors

Ceremony in Kansas City, Mo., in June 2004.

For more than 50 years, IEEE Life Fellow Sekimoto has been key to NEC's digital
communications research efforts. At the frontier of digital technology, he designed early

pulse-code modulation (PCM) equipment as well as coding and decoding circuitry, and



contributed to the solution for network synchronization. His seminal work in digital and satellite

communications formed the cornerstone for modern communications systems.

In the late 1960s, in response to the challenge of how to use multiple satellites to provide
service to many points around the world, Sekimoto developed a time-division multiple access
(TDMA) system and an automatic routing system. Not only did his work have a huge impact on
satellite communications, but these technologies also formed a foundation for cellular telephony

decades later.

Since his election to NEC's Board of Directors in 1974, Sekimoto has risen steadily through

the executive ranks to president in 1980 and chairman of the Board in 1994.
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